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ron Commander) has been delayed; they are thinking after all of reducing our naval forces there in the interests of those at home. So you have had time to busy yourself with big questions.
" Be so kind as to fulfill my request   Good-bye.
" Yours,
"VoN STOSCH."
I replied to this from Kiel on February I3th, 1896:
" YOUR EXCELLENCY,
" I have received your kind letter of the I2th inst, and hasten to reply to it. ... Very urgent and unexpected business took up my whole time in Berlin. I should like to inform Your Excellency in confidence, and only for Your Excellency's immediate ear, that I have had an opportunity of vindicating in the highest quarter Your Excellency's views on the necessary expansion of the navy, and there is hope that the thread will be taken up once more where it was broken off in 1883. Perhaps I shall be able to give Your Excellency fuller details later. My appointment to Asia has become very doubtful, as your Excellency must have heard. For my own part I am very distressed about it. It was my burning desire to go out there, and it would also have been good for my nerves to have got away from this exhausting mental strain for a time, and to be right away from Madrid. I must now wait and see what fate has in store for me.
" With regard to the Transvaal question, I take the opposite view from the public and our political leaders, and consider that we have acted wrongly.1 England puts up with a slight from America because the latter is a source of some anxiety to her, and more than any-
1 By sending the Kriiger telegram. interests will be treated too much as secondary interests? or vice versa, that the exclusively naval interests will suffer owing to the activity and advertisement of the former?
